FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

NOVEMBER 27, 2022

+ The First Sunday of Advent +
November 27, 2022

10:00 a.m.
The responses of the assembly appear in bold type.

The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul and Jesus challenge us to
wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all
people on the holy mountain and there will be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of
salvation, we wait for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our faith in
the promises of God.
“ELW” refers to Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the cranberry-colored book in the pew racks.

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul; my God, I put my trust in you.
Show me your ways, O LORD, and teach me your paths. [Psalm 25:1a,3]

ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
VENI, EMMANUEL

Contemporary settings by
Jan Bender (1909-1994);
Bernard Reichel (1901-1992)
Paul Manz (1919-2009)

Following the prelude, the assembly rises for the greeting.
PROCESSIONAL

Hark, the Glad Sound!
CHESTERFIELD

ELW #239

Prelude by Paul Manz

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

ELW page 94

KYRIE

from German Mass

A litany of praise for God’s bountiful mercy.

Franz Schubert

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God be with you.
And also with you.
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the threatening
dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for you live and reign with
the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
The assembly is seated at the conclusion of the Prayer of the Day.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Dear Christians, Rejoice
translated by Edward and Marie Schroeder

Stanza 1

German folk melody

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING

Isaiah 2:1-5
Weapons of war transformed into instruments of peace

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a universal reign of peace. Divine
decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community responds: "Let us walk in that light of that Lord now!"

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.
The Word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the highest of
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.
Many people shall come and say, “Come let us go up the mountain of the LORD, to the house
of the Jacob’s God, who will teach us the ways of God, that we may walk in the paths of the LORD.”
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. God
shall judge between the nations, and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into
plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither
shall they learn war any more.
O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD!
Holy Wisdom, holy Word.
Thanks be to God.
PSALMODY

I am Filled with Joy [paraphrase of Psalm 122]

French folk melody

Cantor:

I am filled with joy, alleluia, as I enter in to the house of the Lord.

ALL:

I am filled with joy, alleluia, as I enter in to the house of the Lord.
And now we meet our Savior, alleluia,
within your gates, O Jerusalem!

ALL:

I am filled with joy, alleluia, as I enter in to the house of the Lord.
Jerusalem, O great and noble city, how strong you are in God’s love, alleluia!
All your faithful children now come to you.

ALL:

I am filled with joy, alleluia, as I enter in to the house of the Lord.
For peace reigns within your walls, and prosperity within your homes, alleluia,
Because of the Lord, who is our God!

ALL:

I am filled with joy, alleluia, as I enter in to the house of the Lord.

SECOND READING

Salvation is near; time to wake from sleep

Romans 13:11-14

Paul compares the advent of Christ to the coming of dawn. We live our lives today in light of Christ's coming in the future.

A reading from the Letter of Paul to the Church at Rome.
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day is
near.
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of light; let us live honorably
as in the day, not in reveling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling
and jealousy.
Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.
Holy Wisdom, holy Word.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly welcomes the Gospel by standing at the instrumental introduction.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HOLY GOSPEL

The sudden coming of the Son of Man

Matthew 24:36-44

Jesus describes his second coming as a sudden, unexpected event that will bring salvation or judgment upon people caught up in
the usual affairs of daily life. He urges people to be alert and expectant.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.
Jesus said, “About that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father.
“For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son-of-Man. For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah
entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be
the coming of the Son-of-Man.
“Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two women will
be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do
not know on what day your Lord is coming.
“But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief
was coming, the owner would have stayed awake and would not have let the house be broken into.
“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son-of-Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY

Pastor Merle Brockhoff
Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying
WACHET AUF

ELW #436

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new
hope.
A brief silence.
God of all, your children everywhere cry out for mercy. Awaken the global church to the urgent
needs of our time. Break down barriers of culture and custom and unite people of all faiths in your
redemptive and healing work. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of wonder, the earth’s beauty and abundance is your gift. Teach us your ways of sharing
resources and caring for life. Guard fragile habitats, preserve the wild places, and protect
endangered plants and animals. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of peace, you judge the nations. Beat our weapons into tools for serving the neighbor.
Strengthen the resolve of all who work for an end to war. We pray for lasting peace in the land of
Jesus’ birth (other places of conflict may be named). God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of lovingkindness, you desire fullness of life for everyone. Fill those who hunger. Comfort the
grieving and attend to those near death. Bring help and hope to any who are sick or needing your
care especially Steve, Donna, Jean, Jack, Jan, Rudolph, Mark, Brittany, Jeri, Linda, Mary, David,
Julie, Nick, Anna, Evonne, Ronald, Meredith, Katie, Joe, Michael, Marcie, and Anne-Marie. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.

God of community, you are present when we gather in your name. Guide congregations in
transition or conflict (especially). Give wisdom to congregational councils, call committees, and
ministry leaders. Keep us alert to unexpected opportunities for mission. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of promise, your goodness is everlasting. We give thanks for the lives of the faithful who now
rest in you. We trust that you will bring us into the company of all the saints with rejoicing. God, in
your mercy,
hear our prayer.
God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join them
with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray.
Amen.
THE PEACE
The presiding minister greets the assembly with the peace of Christ, the people responding
“And also with you.”
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. After greeting one another, the assembly is seated.

MEAL
THE OFFERING
VOLUNTARY

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
motet: Dixit Maria

Music of Hans Leo Hassler (1564-1612)
[Sung in Latin]

Dixit Maria ad angelum:
Ecce ancilla Domini,
Fiat mihi secundum verbum tuum.

Said Mary to the Angel,
“Here am I, the servant of the Lord;
let it be with me according to your word.”
[Luke 1:38]

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Giver of every good thing,
we set before you the gifts that you have already given
to sustain our lives and to share with others.
Help us to be good stewards of the earth and all that is in it,
and let our lives be a testimony to the abundant feast
you prepare for all who hunger.
Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
You are welcome at God’s table. If you believe that here Christ is truly present in, with and under the elements of bread
and wine, and you have partaken in a home congregation or perceive the welcome of Christ to this table, you are welcome
to receive. Children of God who do not commune are invited to come forward for the blessing. Grape juice (the darker
colored liquid) is provided in the tray of individual cups for those who prefer this alternative. Follow the instructions of
the ushers as they direct you to the two stations on either side of the sanctuary to receive the bread and the wine, making
your way back to your seat by the center aisle.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS) )

from German Mass

The prophet’s startling vision of the Lord of Hosts.

Franz Schubert

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance
of me. Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this
for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and truth. We
remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

from German Mass

The prayer our Lord himself taught us.

Franz Schubert

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister invites the assembly to Christ’s table, where all are welcome. The assembly is seated.
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)

from German Mass

The Baptizer’s acclamation of the Messiah, the Lamb of God.

COMMUNION MEDITATION

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
ES IST EIN ROS’
/ VENI, EMMANUEL
Setting by Michael Burkhardt

Franz Schubert

COMMUNION HYMN

O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide
O HEILAND REISS DIE HIMMEL AUF

The assembly stands for the Table Blessing.
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, God our host, for inviting us here to taste the future when you will feed all the hungry
at your table. Keep this hope alive in us and in our communities, so that we might bring hope to a
suffering world, in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN

Creator of the Stars of Night
CONDITOR ALME SIDERUM

ELW #245

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Wake, Awake for Night is Flying
WACHET AUF

Setting by Michael Burkhardt
*

*

*

Our featured organ music for this Advent season will be by contemporary composers, including
American composers. Today’s music includes works by the German-American, Jan Bender; the
Swiss composer, Bernard Reichel; the esteemed Minnesota composer, Paul Manz, and versatile
Michigan organist, Michael Burkhardt. All of these composers have taken a fresh look at the
traditional Lutheran chorale.
Mager Christmas CDs: Music director Stephen Mager has produced two Christmas CDs: Joy for
Every Age [1998]; and Let Our Gladness Have No End [2016]. These feature original carol
arrangements for chorus and orchestra, with performances by many of Bethel’s own musicians and
friends of the congregation. These excellent recordings make lovely Christmas gifts. Both CDs are
available for $12 each (or two for $15).
Two other Mager CDs are available free to Bethel members and friends. One of the programs,
performed in 1989 as part of Bethel’s 75th jubilee, consists of music by French composers Debussy,
Fauré, Ravel, and Satie, beautifully “illustrated” by images from Impressionist artists. A second
program features tenor Willard Cobb, performing songs (in German) by Franz Schubert.
Please see Dr. Mager to obtain any of these beautiful recordings.

In Our Prayer Continually:
We give thanks for the life and Christian witness of LaVerne Boehmke. With her husband, the
late Pastor A. Karl Boehmke, LaVerne was a longtime member of Bethel, before their move several years
ago to the West Coast, to be with family. We ask that God's comfort and blessings be with the Boehmke
family.
We pray for Jim Delworth, as he anticipates a significant surgical procedure. We pray for a
successful outcome and quick recovery. Mr. Delworth is a close friend of Dr. Mager, and a colleague and
coworker of Carrie Costantin.
We pray for Steve Bristol (father of Christian, Heather and Zachary) who has been diagnosed with
Alzheimer’s. We pray for comfort, strength and support for him and his family.
We pray for God’s peace, health and strength for Donna Rhodes, who is on dialysis. Donna is a
friend of the Bristol family. Her son Nick is a close friend of Christian Bristol.
We pray for Jean Lopez-Yancey (daughter of Bill and Valerie Yancey) as she recovers from a heart
attack. May God grant Jean and her family strength and peace.
We pray for healing and comfort for Jan Harrington, as he recovers from recent back surgery. Dr.
Harrington is a friend and teacher of Dr. Mager.
We pray for Jack Williamson (father of Jennifer Williamson) who has dementia. May him and his
family find support in learning to find joy in the new.
We pray for God’s comfort and peace for Rudolph Mueller who is now under hospice care.
We pray for Mark Doerries (close friend and colleague of Dr. Mager), as he continues to contend
with a cancer diagnosis.
We pray for Brittany (niece of Ann and Bob Mottl) for her continued healing as she begins
radiation treatments that will be followed by five months of chemotherapy.
We give thanks for Jeri Montalto (sister of Jody Kluender) as she has continued improvement and
feels very well.
We pray for God’s comfort and strength to be with Mary Baker Findley (sister of Vicki Baker
Lottes) with stage 4 cancer and her husband David Findley whose Alzheimer’s is progressing rapidly.
We pray for Julie Murthy (cousin of Emily Pelcak) as she starts her battle with cancer.
We pray for strength and wisdom for Nick Peppes (colleague of Gail Heyne Hafer) who is facing
personal challenges.
We pray for God’s continued healing and strength for Anna (Roy Ledbetter’s daughter) as she
resumes medical treatment for an on-going health issue.
We pray for God’s strength to be with Evonne Simmons as she lives with chronic illness.
We give thanks for Ronald Thompson’s (stepbrother of Kristin Soifer) recovery from the injury he
sustained in a fall, and pray for him as he continues to face chronic illness.
We pray for healing and hope to be with Meredith Sallee (sister of Katy Koontz) during her
treatment for cancer.
We pray for Joe Whelan (stepson to Tim Gutknecht) who is dealing with a genetic condition.
We pray for Michael Moentmann who lives with chronic illness.
We continue our prayers for Marcie Dowell as she lives with a heart condition. May God’s peace
comfort her during this time.
We pray for Anne-Marie Bogdan (sister of Nathan Schroeder) as she lives with long-standing health
conditions. May God’s comfort and strength be with her and her family.

Bethel Announcements
Public response period: Social message on climate care
A draft of the ELCA’s forthcoming social message on climate change and how we are called to
respond has been posted, and the public comment period is open through Friday, Dec. 2. This
project was authorized in light of the grim contemporary situation affecting our global home and
the need for fresh action on the part of this church. The draft will be edited in response to your
feedback and brought to the ELCA Church Council for a vote this spring. Read the draft and
provide your input at ELCA.org/ClimateCare.
Adult Forum
Join us on December 4 for First Sundays! Cross+Generational Faith Adventure with the Focus on
Advent. Join us at 8:45 in the Fellowship Hall.
Our next First Sunday is December 4 at 8:45 am in Fellowship Hall. We'll be making luminaries
and could use some additional help; if you'd like to donate baked treats or you have Christmas
rubber stamping supplies to share, please contact Deb Grupe (deb.grupe@gmail.com; 314-5834159) by Monday, November 28.
Next Sunday morning you will have a chance to vote for the best graham cracker construction by
Bethel Youth -- with your donations to Covenant House Missouri. Bring your cash or checkbook;
all funds raised will go to help young people experiencing homelessness and isolation.
Bethel Kids are spreading some cheer with a Christmas giving project, and the congregation is
invited to join us! We hope to provide a grandmother raising her five grandchildren with a
bountiful Christmas. See our Sign Up Genius list and instructions at
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0445a9a82da7fa7-bethel
Weekly Hospitality
Hosting after-service hospitality is a great way to serve the congregation (literally) and to encourage
fellowship. We have plates, cups and napkins. We also keep ice and lemonade mix available. You
just bring your favorite snacks! There is a paper sign-up form on a clipboard in the trays in the
back of the narthex (southeast corner).
BETHEL WORK DAY
Please join us at 8:00am, Saturday, December 10th to help prepare our church for the
Winter. University City will be collecting leaves from the curb starting the 12th, which makes
things a whole lot easier! Please bring rakes or blowers as you are able. For those who would
prefer to work inside, we will have materials available for cleaning the woodwork in the
sanctuary. There's work to match all abilities! Questions? Nathan Schroeder 314-368-3099
Cover art: Eastern Missouri Advent resource
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Have Something for the Bethel Connection, Bulletin, Website, Narthex Information Board, or Facebook?
Email it to submissions@bethelstl.org by 9 a.m. Monday morning.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Celebrant & Preacher
Assisting Minister
Crucifer and acolyte
Steward
First Lector and Communion Assistant
Second Lector and Communion Assistant
Musicians
Audio-Visual Engineers

Pastor Merle Brockhoff
Jody Kluender
Christian Bristol
Avery White
Jessica White
Pastor Roy Ledbetter
Bethel Chancel Choir
Dr. Stephen Mager, Music Director
Sherman Lee
Marc Gahala

7001 Forsyth Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63105
Office Hours Mon-Fri 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (314) 863-3112
The Rev. Merle Brockhoff, Interim Pastor
Stephen Mager, DM, Organist and Music Director
The Rev. Tina Reyes (she/her/ella), Campus Pastor, LuMin St. Louis
Deb Grupe, Director of Child, Youth, and Family Ministry
Eric Townsley, Custodian, custodian@bethelstl.org
Anna Burkemper, Church Administrator, office@bethelstl.org
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation (a welcoming ministry to persons of all sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions)
and A Green Congregation (for being stewards of the earth)
In Covenant with Lutheran Campus Ministry (LuMin), lcmstl.org
Have a prayer request? Email it to prayers@bethelstl.org anytime.
Note that the information you send to this address will get shared with a number of people who will be
praying for you as well as the Sunday Holy Communion bulletin.

In support of our goal of being a caring, inclusive, Christ-centered community, we
v care for God’s creation
v promote the non-violence of Christ and care for those who suffer
v participate in the Spirit toward a global religious community

