THE NINTH SUNDAY
AFTER PENTECOST

AUGUST 7, 2022

August 7, 2022

+ The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost +

10:00 a.m.

The responses of the assembly appear in bold type.

Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the “unhappy business” of life.
Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also
been raised with him and are encouraged to elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the
sustenance of the Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word.
“ELW” refers to Evangelical Lutheran Worship, the cranberry-colored book in the pew racks.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

Selections by Italian Baroque masters:
Marcello, Platti, Pescetti, Zipoli

GATHERING HYMN

Have No Fear, Little Flock

ELW #764

LITTLE FLOCK

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

ELW page 94

THE CANTICLE OF PRAISE

Glory to God

PRAYER OF THE DAY
God be with you.
And also with you.
Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is
worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your sight, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The assembly is seated at the conclusion of the Prayer of the Day.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING

God’s promise of a child for Abram and Sarai

Genesis 15:1-6

God promises childless and aging Abram that a child of his own will be his heir and that his descendants will number as many
as the stars. Abram trusts God’s promise, and through this faith he is considered righteous.

A reading from Genesis.
After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid, Abram,
I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give
me, for I continue childless and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said,
“You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” But the word
of the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be
your heir.” The Lord brought Abram outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if
you are able to count them.” Then the Lord said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” And Abram
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY

Sung in alternation, ELW tone 11

Happy is the nation whose God / is the Lord!
Happy the people chosen to / be God’s heritage!
The Lord looks / down from heaven,
And sees all / humankind.
God sits firmly en- / throned and watches
All who dwell / on the earth.
God fashions / all their hearts
And observes / all their deeds.
The king is not saved by the size / of the army,
nor are warriors rescued by / their great strength.
The horse gives vain / hope for victory;
Despite its great strength it / cannot save.
Truly, your eye is upon those who fear / you, O Lord,
upon those who wait for your / steadfast love,
to deliver their / lives from death,
and to keep them alive in / time of famine.
Our innermost being waits for / you, O Lord,
our helper / and our shield.
Surely, our heart rejoic- / es in you,
for in your holy name we / put our trust.
Let your lovingkindness, O Lord, / be upon us,
even as we place our / hope in you.

Psalm 33:12-22

SECOND READING

A model for us: Abraham’s faith in a new home given by God

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16

Abraham and Sarah exemplify the vision of faith that people of God enact in every age. Their hope and trust in God’s promise
allowed them to face an unknown future and to receive the promise of God.

A reading from Hebrews.
Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. Indeed, by
faith our ancestors received approval. By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the
word of God, so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible.
By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he was to receive as
an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he was going. By faith he stayed for a time in the
land he had been promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were
heirs with him of the same promise. For Abraham looked forward to the city that has foundations,
whose architect and builder is God. By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was
too old—and Sarah herself was barren— because he considered faithful the one who had promised.
Therefore from one person, and this one as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the
stars of heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.”
All of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a distance they saw
and greeted them. The confessed that they were strangers and foreigners on the earth, for people
who speak in this way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. If they had been thinking of
the land that they had left behind, they would have had opportunity to return. But as it is, they desire
a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; indeed,
God has prepared a city for them.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.
The assembly welcomes the Gospel by standing at the instrumental introduction.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

HOLY GOSPEL

God will give you the treasure of the kingdom; sell all that you have

Luke 12:32-40

Jesus encourages disciples to invest their hearts and live fully into God’s reign. Instead of facing life with fear, those who know
God’s generosity are always ready to receive from God and to give to others.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke.

Jesus said: “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give the
dominion to you. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not wear
out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. For where
your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
“Be dressed for action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master
to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he comes
and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he
will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. If the master
comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them so, blessed are those slaves.
“But know this: if the owner of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, the
owner would not have let the house be broken into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is
coming at an unexpected hour.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

SERMON

Pastor Merle Brockhoff

HYMN OF THE DAY

Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray
STRAF MICH NICHT
1. All

2. High voices

High voices = soprano/alto

3. Low voices

4. All

Low voices = tenor/bass

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer.
A brief silence.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your church. Fill all who proclaim the gospel with your Spirit.
Equip your flock to speak your word of promise and hope in the midst of fear and uncertainty.
Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your creation. Dwell among us and sustain our earthly home. In
places of famine, provide nourishment. In places of plenty, fashion us to be good stewards of your
bounty. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your world. Be our helper and our shield in places torn by strife
and violence. Raise up courageous leaders to govern with compassion and justice. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon your children. Look upon all who wait for your steadfast love.
Console those who grieve and embrace those who cry out to you especially Rudolph, Rodger,
Mark, Bernadine, Dorothy, Brittany, Jeri, Linda, Mary, David, Julie, Nick, Anna, Evonne, Ronald,
Meredith, Katie, Joe, Michael, Marcie, and Anne-Marie. Help us to trust your promise and not be
afraid. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Let your lovingkindness be upon this community. Fashion our hearts to strive for the way of peace.
Strengthen the outreach ministries of this congregation and all who care for those in need. Merciful
God,
receive our prayer.
With thanksgiving we remember all who have died in faith and now rest in you. As they placed
their hope in you, so strengthen us to trust in your promise of new life. Merciful God,
receive our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your steadfast love;
through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom.
Amen.
THE PEACE
The presiding minister greets the assembly with the peace of Christ, the people responding
“And also with you.”
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. After greeting one another, the assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
THE OFFERING
VOLUNTARY

Chorale: From God Shall Naught Divide Me
VON GOTT WILL ICH NICHT LASSEN
Setting by Michael Praetorius (1571-1621)
Words translated by Catherine Winkworth (1827-1878)

1. From God shall naught divide me,
For He is true for aye,
And on my path will guide me,
Who else should often stray;
His right hand holdeth me;
For me He truly careth,
My burdens ever beareth
Wherever I may be.
2. When our help and affection
Shall unavailing prove,
God grants me His protection
And shows His pow'r and love.
He helps in ev'ry need,
From sin and shame redeems me,
From chains and bonds reclaims me,
Yea, e'en from death I'm freed.
3. Yea, when the world shall perish
With all its pride and power,
Whatever worldlings cherish
Shall vanish in that hour.
But though in death they make
The deepest grave our cover,
When there our sleep is over,
Our God will us awake.

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Blessed are you, O God,
for the greening earth given for all, for the talents we are given to share, and for this bread
and wine. Transform us to be the body of Christ, that, feasting on this food and drink, our
lives may reflect your generosity; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
You are welcome at God’s table. If you believe that here Christ is truly present in, with and under the elements of bread
and wine, and you have partaken in a home congregation or perceive the welcome of Christ to this table, you are welcome
to receive. Children of God who do not commune are invited to come forward for the blessing. Grape juice (the darker
colored liquid) is provided in the tray of individual cups for those who prefer this alternative. Follow the instructions of
the ushers as they direct you to the two stations on either side of the sanctuary to receive the bread and the wine, making
your way back to your seat by the center aisle.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love you
sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who preached good
news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. In the night in which he was
betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This
cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in
glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy
Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister invites the assembly to Christ’s table, where all are welcome. The assembly is seated.

LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)

COMMUNION MEDITATION

Serabanda in G minor
Music of Domenico Zipoli (1688-1726)

COMMUNION ANTHEM

Chorale: Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
JESUS CHRISTUS, UNSER HEILAND
Setting by Michael Praetorius
Words after Jan Hus (ca. 1373-1415)

A hymn for Holy Communion, and a call to faith in the true Presence
and free Grace of the Crucified One.
1. Jesus Christ, our blessed Savior,
Turned away our death forever;
By His bitter grief and woe
He saved us from the evil foe.
2. They who to this meal repairing
May have faith, themselves preparing;
For if they do not believe,
Then death for life they shall receive.
3. Useless were for thee Christ’s Passion
If thy works new life could fashion.
This feast is offered for thee
That Christ thy Savior only be.

COMMUNION HYMN

O Living Bread from Heaven

ELW # 542

OMNI DIE

The assembly stands for the Table Blessing.
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
POSTCOMMUNION

Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise

ELW #207

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished us with words
of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you with all our
heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
BLESSING
SENDING HYMN

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
THE ASH GROVE

DISMISSAL
You are the body of Christ raised up for the world.
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Aria I and II in C major
Music of Bernardo Pasquini (1637-1710)

* * *

ELW #547

This morning’s choral anthems are chorale harmonizations by Michael Praetorius (1571-1621).
The first significant composer of Protestant church music, Praetorius composed many hundreds of
chorale settings, of great diversity and various degrees of complexity. His best known work is surely
his setting of the beloved carol, Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming. He left two major compendia of music:
the well-known instrumental dance collection, Terpsichore (published 1612); and the vocal collection,
The Muses of Sion (1605-10), from which today’s chorales are excerpted.
Instrumental music for this service is by Italian composers of the eighteenth century, most of
whom were close contemporaries of Johann Sebastian Bach: Bernardo Pasquini (1637-1710);
Giovambattista Pescetti (ca. 1704-ca. 1766); Benedetto Marcello (1686-1739); Giovanni Platti
(1690-1763); and Domenico Zipoli (1688-1726), a student of Pasquini, and a Jesuit missionary to
the Paraguayan Réducciones, in present-day Argentina. Incidentally, the melody from the second of
Pasquini’s Arias in C has been made famous by another, twentieth century Italian, Ottorino Respighi,
in his delightful orchestral suite, Gli Uccelli (“The Birds.”)

In Our Prayer Continually:
We pray for God’s comfort and peace for Rudolph Mueller who is now under hospice care.
We give thanks for the life and Christian witness of Rodger Guebert of Percy, Illinois, who died
on July 9. Rodger and his family were friends of Dr. Mager. We ask God's comfort for his dear family.
We give thanks for the birth of Sullivan (Sully) Charles Hanneke (son of Amy Lee Hanneke,
and grandson of Denise and Sherman Lee) on Tuesday, 7th June.
We pray for Mark Doerries (close friend and colleague of Dr. Mager), as he continues to contend
with a cancer diagnosis.
We pray for Bernadine Schwindt (friend of Roy Ledbetter & Tom Dewey) as she begins
treatment for a serious medical issue.
We pray for Dorothy Bauer (former member of Bethel and mother of Jayne Moentmann). She
was diagnosed with dementia and has been moved to Memory Care at Breeze Park.
We pray for Brittany (niece of Ann and Bob Mottl) for her continued healing as she begins
radiation treatments that will be followed by five months of chemotherapy.
We give thanks for Jeri Montalto (sister of Jody Kluender) as she has continued improvement and
feels very well.
We pray for God’s comfort and strength to be with Mary Baker Findley (sister of Vicki Baker
Lottes) with stage 4 cancer and her husband David Findley whose Alzheimer’s is progressing rapidly.
We pray for Julie Murthy (cousin of Emily Pelcak) as she starts her battle with cancer.
We pray for strength and wisdom for Nick Peppes (colleague of Gail Heyne Hafer) who is facing
personal challenges.
We pray for God’s continued healing and strength for Anna (Roy Ledbetter’s daughter) as she
resumes medical treatment for an on-going health issue.
We pray for God’s strength to be with Evonne Simmons as she lives with chronic illness.
We pray for God’s spirit of healing and hope to strengthen and unite the peoples of the world in care
for one another in a time of pandemic.
We pray God’s watch and care over the children who have been separated from their families at the
US border and detained. We pray for their families, their guards, and our policy-makers.
We give thanks for Ronald Thompson’s (stepbrother of Kristin Soifer) recovery from the injury he
sustained in a fall, and pray for him as he continues to face chronic illness.
We pray for healing and hope to be with Meredith Sallee (sister of Katy Koontz) during her
treatment for cancer.
We pray for the well-being of Katie Hautamaki (friend of Linda Bristol) upon the discovery of a
tumor.
We pray for Joe Whelan (stepson to Tim Gutknecht) who is dealing with a genetic condition.
We pray for Michael Moentmann who lives with chronic illness.
We continue our prayers for Marcie Dowell as she lives with a heart condition. May God’s peace
comfort her during this time.
We pray for Anne-Marie Bogdan (sister of Nathan Schroeder) as she lives with long-standing health
conditions. May God’s comfort and strength be with her and her family.
Acknowledgments: Service liturgy and music reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), Copyright © 2006
Augsburg Fortress, and from Sundays and Seasons, Copyright © 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by
permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #37725.

Cover artwork: Christ preaching to the Multitude, engraving (1866) for the Bible, by the French artist, Gustave Doré (1832-1883).

Bethel Announcements
Ushers Needed
We are setting up the fall schedule for ushers and are looking for volunteers to usher one Sunday a
month. If you are willing to do so, please contact Carrie Costantin at cac6811@gmail.com or
314-413-8155.
Bible Study
Pastor Merle would like to offer a Bible Survey class that is loosely based on the Catechism Curriculum
that Bethel will be using this coming year. This is intended to be a "quick glance" at the books of the bible
from Genesis to Revelation, so we're not going to "deep dive." If there is sufficient interest, the class
would begin Tuesday, August 2nd at 6:30 p.m. and continue Tuesday nights through the fall and winter.
Please call the office to indicate your interest in this opportunity If you have questions, contact Pastor
Merle directly to ask your questions or indicate what you would love to see covered.
Living into the Gospel
After worship Pastor Merle will grab a cup of coffee and make his way to the Youth Room where he'll
offer a little "Sermon Talkback" time called "Living Into the Gospel." This will be an opportunity to
respond to the sermon, ask questions, probe a bit and see some of the exegetical work and choices that
went into this Sunday's sermon Grab a beaker of Coffee and join in!
St. Louis Area Foodbank Needs Help!
Bethel is signed up for two food packaging slots in August, for ages 3 and up: Wednesday, 8/3 from 1 to 3
pm, and Saturday, 8/6 from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm.
Sign up at http://bethel.stlfoodbank.volunteerhub.com/ or call Mary Cooper at the Foodbank: 314-2926262. If you are taking your child/ren along, call Mary Cooper after you sign up to let her know the
number and ages of the children attending. A parent/guardian must accompany all children under the age
of 16.
A Cross+Generational service/learning trip for summer of 2023
A trip is being planned for summer of 2023 Open to ALL ages, from little ones to those in their retirement
years. Our team invites all to an informational meeting on Sunday, August 7 at 11:15 a.m. in Fellowship
Hall, so that you can consider your household’s involvement in this trip. No commitments needed at this
meeting. We anticipate being finished before Noon. Light refreshments will be served. Questions may be
directed to Peter/Debbie Kennedy, Mark Scharff, Jen Williamson or Deb Grupe.
A SUMMER 2023 ADVENTURE FOR ALL
A Bethel service/learning trip is being planned for summer of 2023 and is open to ALL ages (babies100+
years). Please join the Bethel Planning Committee at an informational meeting today, August 7 immediately
following worship in the Fellowship Hall. We will share information about the trip so that you can
consider your household’s involvement. No commitments are needed at this meeting, but will be requested
in the coming weeks. We anticipate being finished around Noon and light refreshments will be served.
Questions may be directed to Peter/Debbie Kennedy, Mark Scharff, Jen Williamson or Deb Grupe.
Brewing on Belief
Thursday, August 11th at 6:00pm
Brewing on Belief is an opportunity for open and meaningful conversation with twenty-and-thirtysomethings. August 11th at 6pm will be a joint event with the young adult group at St. John's Episcopal
Church. We are currently meeting in homes and you are welcome to join us at a home in South City
on August 11th! Email Claireflesch@gmail.com for the address.

Dear Bethel Family,
Thank you to everyone who volunteered their name or names of other members for consideration for
Bethel’s Call Committee. The Council is appreciative of the level of interest as over twenty people
volunteered or were nominated and some of those people were suggested multiple times.
The Bethel Constitution stipulates that the Call Committee consist of seven members and up to two
members from Council, though, the Council chose not to select any Council members to participate. The
ELCA Transition Process Manual recommends that the criteria used to select members for the Call
Committee result in a team of people who demonstrate Christian maturity, are active in our community,
and are concerned for the welfare of the whole congregation. Additionally, the Call Committee is expected
to represent the various groups within our community, so the Council considered criteria such as diversity
in age, gender identity, length of membership, and ethnicity in our selection process.
The members of Bethel’s Call Committee are:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Susan Flesch – Chairperson
Deborah Bohlmann
Irvin Hamilton
Silas Johnson
KJ Monahan
Mark Scharff
Jessica White

Furthermore, it was suggested by the Synod that it is helpful for a few members from the Transition Team
to serve on the Call Committee too to provide background of their work, so Deborah and Mark graciously
accepted our ask to continue their service in this Transition Process.
Please keep the Call Committee in your prayers as they proceed with the important work of recommending
our next pastor as well as our entire Congregation as we are in this interim period.
Sincerely,
Jennifer Williamson, Council President
On behalf of the Council

Upcoming Services
SUN

8/14 10 am

Holy Communion – Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

SUN

8/21 10 am

Holy Communion – Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

Have Something for the Bethel Connection, Bulletin, Website, Narthex Information Board, or Facebook?
Email it to submissions@bethelstl.org by 9 a.m. Monday morning.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Celebrant & Preacher
Assisting Minister
Steward
First Lector and Communion Assistant
Second Lector and Communion Assistant
Musicians
Audio-Visual Engineers

The Rev. Merle Brockhoff
KJ Monahan
Jody Kluender
Keith Womer
Ruth Meinzen-Dick
Bethel Chancel Choir
Dr. Stephen Mager, organist and music director
Liam Connolly
Marc Gahala

7001 Forsyth Boulevard, St. Louis, MO 63105
Office Hours Mon-Fri 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (314) 863-3112
The Rev. Merle Brockhoff, Interim Pastor
Stephen Mager, DM, Organist and Music Director
The Rev. Tina Reyes (she/her/ella), Campus Pastor, LuMin St. Louis
Deb Grupe, Director of Child, Youth, and Family Ministry
Eric Townsley, Custodian, custodian@bethelstl.org
Anna Burkemper, Church Administrator, office@bethelstl.org
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation (a welcoming ministry to persons of all sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions)
and A Green Congregation (for being stewards of the earth)
In Covenant with Lutheran Campus Ministry (LuMin), lcmstl.org
Have a prayer request? Email it to prayers@bethelstl.org anytime.
Note that the information you send to this address will get shared with a number of people who will be
praying for you as well as the Sunday Holy Communion bulletin.

In support of our goal of being a caring, inclusive, Christ-centered community, we
v care for God’s creation
v promote the non-violence of Christ and care for those who suffer
v participate in the Spirit toward a global religious community

