THE SECOND SUNDAY
AFTER THE EPIPHANY

Recognition of the Beginning of an Interim Ministry

JANUARY 16, 2022

Upcoming Worship
January 23

Holy Communion – Third Sunday after the Epiphany
Pastor Merle Brockhoff, Celebrant & Preacher

January 30

Holy Communion – Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany
Reconciling in Christ Sunday
Pastor Roy Ledbetter, Celebrant & Preacher
Pastor Roy gives thanks for 48 years of grace as an ordained minister

In support of our goal of being a caring, inclusive, Christ-centered community, we
v care for God’s creation
v promote the non-violence of Christ and care for those who suffer
v participate in the Spirit toward a global religious community

+ The Second Sunday After Epiphany +
Recognition of the Beginning of an Interim Ministry
January 16, 2022

ELW Setting Five

10:00 a.m.

The responses of the assembly appear in bold type.

The Sundays after Epiphany continue to celebrate the revelation of the glory of God to us as it was made known to the
magi and to those on Jordan’s banks at the baptism of Jesus—today using wedding imagery. Our God rejoices over God’s
people “as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride.” By the power of the Spirit there are gifts galore for everyone. In Christ
Jesus the best wine is saved for last. Taste and see.

GATHERING

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God
PRELUDE

When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known
WO GOTT ZUM HAUS
chorale setting by Johann Pachelbel (1653-1706)

This spirited setting of an Epiphany hymn is reminiscent of Pachelbel’s own setting of From Heaven
Above, which we heard the day after Christmas. The hymn tune appears in long notes in the low pedal,
earthbound as it were, while angel voices chatter merrily above in dancelike joy: a simple metaphor for
the incarnate Christ, come down from heaven: God with us. The hymn recalls the events of the Epiphany:
When Christ’s appearing was made known, King Herod trembled for his throne…
The eastern sages saw from far and followed on his guiding star…
Within the Jordan’s sacred flood the heavenly Lamb in meekness stood…
And oh! What miracle divine, when water reddened into wine…

GATHERING HYMN

All Praise to You, O Lord
GARELOCHSIDE

APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Lord God, source of every blessing,
you showed forth your glory
and led many to faith by the works of your Son,
who brought gladness and salvation to his people.
Transform us by the Spirit of his love,
that we may find our life together in him,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
The assembly is seated at the conclusion of the Prayer of the Day.

WORD

God speaks to us in Scripture reading, preaching, and song
FIRST READING

As bridegroom and bride rejoice, so shall God rejoice over you

Isaiah 62:1-5

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet
declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over his bride; and
the people are called to the celebration.

A reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah.
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest, until its
vindication shines out like the dawn, and its salvation like a burning torch. The nations shall see
your vindication, and all the rulers your glory; and you shall be called by a new name that the
mouth of the Lord will give.
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in the hand of
your God. You shall no more be termed Forsaken, and your land shall no more be termed
Desolate; but you shall be called My Delight, and your land Married; for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married. For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your
builder marry you, and as one rejoices in marrying one’s beloved, so shall your God rejoice over
you.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

PSALMODY

Sung in alternation with the choir.

Psalm 36:5-10

Your love, O Lord, reaches / to the heavens,
and your faithfulness / to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains,
your justice like / the great deep;
you save humans and / beasts, O Lord.
How priceless is your / love, O God!
your people take refuge under the shadow / of your wings.
They feast upon the abundance / of your house;
you give them drink from the river of / your delights.
For with you is the / well of life,
and in your light / we see light.
Continue your loving-kindness to / those who know you,
and your favor to those who are / true of heart.
SECOND READING

There are a variety of gifts but the same Spirit

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing one another’s spiritual gifts, thinking some to be
superior to others. Paul invites this fractured community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for
their mission together.

A reading from the First Letter of Paul to the Church at Corinth.
Now concerning spiritual gifts, siblings, I do not want you to be uninformed. You know
that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that could not speak.
Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let
Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.
Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit and there are varieties of services, but
the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. To one
is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by
the one Spirit, to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of
tongues. All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually
just as the Spirit chooses.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

The assembly welcomes the Gospel by standing at the instrumental introduction.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Arise, Shine, For Your Light Has Come
Sung by ALL.

HOLY GOSPEL

Perry Nelson

John 2:1-11
The wedding at Cana

Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs. Through many such epiphanies, Jesus
reveals that he bears God’s creative power and joyful presence into the world.

The Holy Gospel according to St. John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was
there. Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine gave out, the
mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” And Jesus said to her, “Woman, what
concern is that to you and to me? My hour has not yet come.” His mother said to the servants,
“Do whatever he tells you.”
Now standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.” And they filled
them up to the brim. He said to them, “Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.”
So they took it. When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the
bridegroom and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until now.”
Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his
disciples believed in him.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Pastor Merle Brockhoff

In the Hymn of the Day we proclaim the word of God in song.
The assembly is invited to stand at the final phrase of the introduction.
HYMN OF THE DAY

Jesus Come! For We Invite You
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UNION SEMINARY

1. All

2. High voices

High voices = soprano/alto

3. Low voices
Low voices = tenor/bass

4. All

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Growing in faith and discipleship, we give thanks for God’s merciful compassion as we pray for
the church, the world, and all in need.
After each portion of the prayers:
Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
Today we remember and give thanks for the life and witness of faith of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King. May his wisdom and strength guide our lives.
We pray for Ansel Walker (son of Marie Walker) who is sick with Covid.
We pray for Mark Doerries, who has received a cancer diagnosis and anticipates surgery. (Dr.
Doerries is a close friend and colleague of Dr. Mager.)
We pray for Julie Murthy (cousin of Emily Pelcak) as she starts her battle with cancer.
We pray for healing and strength for Cathy Eads (a friend of the Bristol family) as she is in a
medically induced coma with Covid.
We pray for Thomas Dewey as he recovers from surgery.
We pray for newborn Ivy Rose (granddaughter of Rebecca & Steve Jones) for the continued
improvement of her condition.
We pray for blessing and healing for Kristin Kopperud-Stinn, former Bethel member, as she
undergoes chemotherapy.
We pray for Margret Connolly (mother-in-law of Jennifer Williamson) as she recovers from
surgery.
We pray for God’s comfort and peace for Richard (Dick) Sholts during illness. May God’s
strength and comfort also be with Sunny Sholts.
We pray for strength and wisdom for Nick Peppes (colleague of Gail Heyne Hafer) who is
facing personal challenges.
We pray for God’s continued healing and strength for Anna (Roy Ledbetter’s daughter) at the
completion of her medical treatment.
We pray for God’s spirit of healing to be with Janet (friend of Carroll and Ruth Dick) who is
facing health problems.
We pray for God’s strength to be with Evonne Simmons as she lives with chronic illness.
We pray for God’s spirit of healing and hope to strengthen and unite the peoples of the world in
care for one another in a time of pandemic.
We pray for the safety and health of Marie Stovall (Debbie and Peter Kennedy’s daughter) a
respiratory therapist, as she cares for those ill with the COVID-19 virus. We ask for God’s spirit of care
and protection to be with Marie and all those who care for the ill.
We pray God’s watch and care over the children who have been separated from their families at
the US border and detained. We pray for their families, their guards, and our policy-makers.
We give thanks for Ronald Thompson’s (stepbrother of Kristin Soifer) recovery from the
injury he sustained in a fall, and pray for him as he continues to face chronic illness.
We pray for healing and hope to be with Meredith Sallee (sister of Katy Koontz) during her
treatment for cancer.
We pray for God’s healing comfort and strength to be with John Baker (brother of Vicki
Lottes) at a time of serious illness.
We pray for the well-being of Katie Hautamaki (friend of Linda Bristol) upon the discovery of
a tumor.

We pray for Joe Whelan (stepson to Tim Gutknecht) who is dealing with a genetic condition.
We pray for Michael Moentmann who lives with chronic illness.
We continue our prayers for Marcie Dowell as she lives with a heart condition. May God’s
peace comfort her during this time.
We pray for Anne-Marie Bogdan (daughter of Marie Schroeder) as she lives with longstanding health conditions. May God’s comfort and strength be with her and her family.

Gracious God, we lift to you these prayers and the prayers of our hearts, trusting in your
everlasting love and mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The assembly is seated.
RECOGNITION OF THE BEGINNING OF AN INTERIM MINISTRY

Pastor Merle Brockhoff

Those participating online are invited to join in the responses (in boldface) to welcome our new interim pastor.
The presiding minister begins
In Holy Baptism, we are called by the promise of God into a relationship of faith toward God
and love toward one another. This relationship finds expression in our gathering as
congregations of the church to hear God’s Word, eat and drink at the Lord’s Table, and minister
to the needs of our community and God’s world. As Lutheran congregations, we call pastors to
leave and assist us in our ministry; to teach, challenge, and admonish us according to the gospel;
to counsel, comfort, and guide us in the love of God; and to oversee the events and activities of
our common life. The interim period between a former pastor leaving and a new pastor coming
affords us an opportunity to reflect on our past, evaluate our present, and dream toward our
future as God’s people.
Congregation Leader 1
In partnership with the Central States Synod and the Congregation Council of Bethel, Pastor
Merle Brockhoff has agreed to be the interim pastor here at Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church
of the Unaltered Augsburg Confession in University City, Missouri.
The Rev. Merle Brockhoff
I commit myself to this new trust and responsibility.
I promise to fulfill my responsibilities to the best of my ability
in accordance with scripture, the Lutheran Confessions, and Constitution of this congregation.
Will you, as a congregation, receive me as your pastor and partner in ministry
as we seek God’s call for us in this interim period?
Assembly

We will.

Congregation Leader 2
As a member and leader of this congregation,
I ask you to join me in support of Pastor Merle;
to pray for him, to help and honor him for his work’s sake,
and in all things to strive to live together in the peace and unity of Christ.
Will you join me in this support?
Assembly

We will.

Presiding minister
We now officially begin our partnership in this interim ministry
in the name of the Father, and of the ✠ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Assembly

Amen.

Congregation Leader 1
Welcome, Pastor Merle. Let us all join in welcoming our new interim pastor.
The assembly stands.
Interim Pastor Merle Brockhoff
Let us pray.
Almighty God,
you call your people in baptism into the death and resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ.
May we be renewed daily by the gift of your Holy Spirit
and may we be especially aware of your leading during this interim period.
Grant us faithfulness and peace in all that we do so that you may be glorified among us.
We pray through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Assembly

Amen.

THE PEACE
Presiding minister

Pastor Merle, I invite you to greet your flock with the peace of Christ.

The new interim pastor greets the assembly with the peace of Christ,
the people responding “And also with you.”
The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace.
After greeting one another, the assembly is seated.

MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ
OFFERING
VOLUNTARY
God, Your Glory We Have Seen in Your Son
Jean Langlais
The assembly is invited to stand and sing the final refrain with the choir.
Choir:

Refrain: God, your glory we have seen in your Son,
Full of truth, full of heav’nly grace:
In Christ make us live, his love shine on our face,
And the nations shall see in us the triumph you have won.
1. In the fields of this world his good news he has sown,
And sends us out to reap till the harvest is done. God, your glory…
2. He was broken for us, God-forsaken his cry,
And still the bread he breaks: to ourselves we must die. God, your glory…
3. He has trampled the grapes of new life on his Cross;
Now drink the cup and live: he has filled it for us. God, your glory…
4. He has founded a kingdom that none shall destroy:
The corner-stone is laid. Go to work: build with joy!

ALL:

God, your glory we have seen in your Son,
(stand)
Full of truth, full of heav’nly grace:
In Christ make us live, his love shine on our face,
And the nations shall see in us the triumph you have won.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
All are welcome at God’s table. Believing in the real presence of Christ in the holy meal, this church practices
Eucharistic hospitality. We invite all persons to share in the Holy Eucharist. Children who do not commune are
invited to come forward for the blessing. Grape juice is provided in the tray of individual cups for those who prefer
this alternative. It is recognized by a deeper rose color. Intinction refers to the process of receiving the bread and
dipping it into the wine. If you choose to commune by intinction, please use the chalice located next to the tray of
individual cups, avoiding the two drinking chalices.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should give thanks and praise to you, our merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (SANCTUS)

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us thus far along the way.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his acts of healing,
his body given up, and his victory over death,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Send your Spirit ✠ upon us and this meal:
fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, O Eternal One, now and forever.
Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
BREAKING OF THE BREAD AND INVITATION TO COMMUNION
The presiding minister breaks the bread and invites the assembly to Christ’s table, where all are welcome.
Come to God’s table. Taste and see that the Lord is good. There is a place for you here.
The assembly is seated.
LAMB OF GOD (AGNUS DEI)

COMMUNION MEDITATION

All Glory Be to God on High
ALLEIN GOTT IN DER HÖH SEI HER
chorale setting by Wilhelm Friedrich Zachau (1663-1712)

COMMUNION HYMN

When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known
WO GOTT ZUM HAUS

The assembly stands for the final stanza.

The assembly stands for the Table Blessing.
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.

POSTCOMMUNION

I Bind unto Myself Today
SAINT PATRICK’S BREASTPLATE
Stanzas 1 and 2.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We thank you, O God,
that you have fed us at your banqueting table
with bread and wine beyond compare,
the very life of Christ for us.
Send your Spirit with us now,
that we may set the captive free,
use your gifts to build one another up,
and in everything reflect your glory
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
The assembly is seated when the Prayer after Communion is concluded.

SENDING

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Brief announcements are made, especially those related to the assembly’s participation in God’s mission in the
world.
The assembly stands for the Blessing.
SOLEMN BLESSING FOR THE EPIPHANY
Presiding minister May God the Father,
who led the Magi by the shining of a star
to find Christ, the Light from Light,
lead you in the paths of righteousness. Amen.
May God the Son,
who turned water into wine at the wedding feast at Cana,
transform your lives and make glad your hearts. Amen.
May God the Holy Spirit,
who came upon the beloved Son
at his baptism in the river Jordan,
pour out divine gifts
on you who have come to the waters of new birth. Amen.
And the blessing of God Almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

DISMISSAL
The assisting minister dismisses the assembly, the people responding: Thanks be to God.
The assembly remains standing in place as the ministers depart.
ORGAN RECESSIONAL

We Christian Folk Now Have Our Joy
WIR CHRISTENLEUT HAB’N JETZUND FREUD
from the Orgelbüchlein, 1717
chorale settings by Johann Sebastian Bach (1685-1750)

A hymn of confident faith in the birth and manifestation of the Savior. It begins:
Come, Christian folk, your joy be spoke,
For Christ is born and our salvation bringeth.
Who to him cleaves, in faith believes,
Shall never die, but life in heaven receiveth.

Those wishing to listen to the postlude may be seated near the organ.
Conversationalists are invited to the Narthex.
* * *
Cover artwork: The Wedding at Cana, woodcut by artist C.E. Jesus performs his first miracle, at the behest of his
mother, Mary. The engraver’s monogram appears in the lower left corner. From the Kercken Postilla
(“Commentaries on the Sunday Epistles and Gospels”) of Martin Luther (1483-1546). Published in Wittenberg,
1563. Image, courtesy of Pitts Theology Library, Emory University.
Interior artwork: When Christ’s Appearing Was Made Known EDY-LEGRAND, Edouard Léon Louis.

Acknowledgments: Service liturgy and music reprinted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW), Copyright © 2006 Augsburg
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Have Something for the Bethel Connection, Bulletin, Website, Narthex Information Board, or Facebook?
Email it to submissions@bethelstl.org by 9 a.m. Monday morning.

TODAY’S WORSHIP LEADERS
Celebrant
Preacher
Assisting Minister
Steward
First Lector and Communion Assistant
Second Lector and Communion Assistant
Musicians
Audio-Visual Engineers

Pastor Roy Ledbetter
Pastor Merle Brockhoff
Laura Roth
KJ Monahan
Marie Walker
Sue Flesch
Members of Bethel Chancel Choir
Dr. Stephen Mager, Music Director
Kris Stierholz
Liam Connolly
Brittany Upchurch

The Rev. Merle Brockhoff, Interim Pastor
Stephen Mager, DM, Organist and Music Director
The Rev. Tina Reyes (she/her/ella), Campus Pastor, LuMin St. Louis
Deb Grupe, Director of Child, Youth, and Family Ministry
Eric Townsley, Custodian, custodian@bethelstl.org
Anna Burkemper, Church Administrator, office@bethelstl.org
Office Hours Mon-Fri 10 a.m.-2 p.m. (314) 863-3112
A Reconciling in Christ Congregation (a welcoming ministry to persons of all sexual orientations,
gender identities, and gender expressions)
and A Green Congregation (for being stewards of the earth)
In Covenant with Lutheran Campus Ministry (LuMin), lcmstl.org
Have a prayer request? Email it to prayers@bethelstl.org anytime.
Note that the information you send to this address will get shared with a number of people who will be praying for
you as well as the Sunday Holy Communion bulletin.

